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A State-Scale Initiative

HISTORY AND OUR TIME

Formally, the Shchekinoazot dates back to the post-war period. Only formally, though, seeing as 
the company, originally a gas works, was built by people who had just come back home from the 
front line. They also built and developed new production facilities and created a social infrastruc-
ture, unique for its time. They even started their own very special traditions, not unlike what we 
now call corporate culture.

First Eternal Flame of the Soviet Union

The Shchekinoazot Veterans’ Council keeps photographs and documents 
telling the stories of World War II veterans.

The fact that the USSR’s first memorial with an 
eternal flame appeared halfway between the gas 
works and the residential area of Pervomayskiy 
was certainly no coincidence. The plant’s di-
rector Sergey Dzhobadze initiated merging the 
nearby graves into a single complex with a mon-
ument and a gas torch symbolising the eternal 
memory of the Great Patriotic War events and 
heroes for posterity.

During the war, Sergey Aleksandrovich 
trained guerrilla units and special forces units, 
and would always personally lead his trainees 
on their first combat mission. He was also one 
of the fathers of the famous ‘rail war’, having 
mastered the practice of blowing up enemy 
trains and communications with compact TNT 
charges.

The first Eternal Flame was unveiled on 
9 May 1957, back when the country was not yet 
accustomed to properly celebrating Victory Day 
— it was not even a mandatory day off. Nev-
ertheless, veterans, their children and grand-
children, youngsters and schoolchildren would 
gather regularly at the monument adorned with 
a statue of a grieving soldier.

1993, the Eternal Flame went out at the Griev-
ing Warrior monument. Those were hard times 
for the entire country. Later on, it would be briefly 
lit only on holidays — 23 February and 9 May — 
using an ordinary gas bottle. Considerable ex-
pense was required in order to revive the flame. 
A new burner had to be made, and a pipeline 
was to be laid to bring the gas from the com-
pressor station of Gazprom Mezhregiongaz Tula 
JSC instead of the former gas works (Shchek-
inoazot). The settlement’s authorities turned 
to the management of the gas company. The 
initiative found support. The burner was man-
ufactured to a special order in Yekaterinburg. 
When laying the gas pipeline, the technique of 
horizontal directional drilling was used so as not 
to disturb the ashes of heroes.

Thus, the Eternal Flame tradition was re-
sumed in 2014, and the full-scale reconstruction 
of the Grieving Warrior memorial was completed 
in 2020 with funding from Shchekinoazot.

The flaming torch remains the centre of the re-
vamped arrangement, and the marble slabs now 
bear not 45, but over 750 names, including the 
natives and residents of the Shchekino district 
who defended their country in bloody battles.

Next to the Eternal Flame, there is a memorial 
stele dedicated to the military and citizenly feat 
of the gas plant’s director, Lieutenant Colonel 
Sergey Dzhobadze, as a tribute to his righteous-
ness and a token of unconditional gratitude of 
his successors.

The staff at Shchekinoazot do not simply re-
member their heroes but do their best to ensure 
that this memory lives on and is passed on down 
the generations. The plaque at the entrance to 
the Shchekinozot facility is a memorial to Ivan 
Yeremeyevich Kalimanov, a machine gunner 

who was awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet 
Union for the successful Dnieper River crossing. 
A street in Shchekino and the local School No. 1 
are named after Boris Nikolayevich Yemelyanov 
who was awarded the title of Hero of the Sovi-
et Union after the battalion under his command 
had breached the fortified defence line on the 
German border. After the Great Patriotic War, 
Yemelyanov worked at the powerplant which 
has since become a unit of Shchekinoazot.

Council with a Mission
The Council of Veterans was established at 

the then-Shchekino chemical plant in 1975, way 
before the founding of the All-Union Organization 
of Veterans of the Great Patriotic War in 1986. 
One of its initiators was Pyotr Marichev, once 
the director of the House of Culture of Chem-
ists, and then deputy chief of civil defence head-
quarters of the chemical plant. Guards Engineer 
Major Marichev was a veteran of three wars, his 
tour of duty beginning in Spain and ending with 
the victory over Japan. The idea was ardently 
supported by Pyotr Mikhaylovich Sharov, the di-
rector of the chemical plant, a participant of the 
Battle of Berlin as deputy commander of a tank 
battalion. The veterans, many of them still alive 
then, would tell their fellow workers, as well as 
pupils of sponsored schools and colleges about 
the war and the people’s heroic feat.

“When I came to work at Shchekinoazot, our 
staff included over 350 veterans of the Great Pa-
triotic War,” recalls Vladimir Shuvayev, today’s 
Head of the Council. “Today, there are only three 
of them left: Anatoliy Kozmich Ponamoryov from 
the Yefremov branch, Vladimir Afanasyevich Ly-
ubavin from Khimvolokno, and Vasiliy Sergeyev-
ich Nikishin from Azot. God bless them”.

Today, the Veterans’ Council has been trans-
formed into a public organisation promoting 
social assistance to the veteran employees of 
Shchekinoazot. However, it is still called the Vet-
erans’ Council. The memory of the front-line he-
roes and homefront workers is cherished here. 
The council keeps photographs of veterans, a 
war glory book with their portraits, and even tan-

from an early age. They listened very attentive-
ly, and then one child explained to the other that 
war is when people fight. And the other kid cor-
rected him: war is when people fight the enemy.

Veterans also drop by the Council. Here 
they can subscribe for newspapers and have a 
chance to chat. They also come here for help in 
case of illness or another emergency.

Also, the Veterans’ Council still organises 
trips to places of military glory and sacred sites. 
Shchekinoazot is always happy to provide a 
comfortable bus. Veterans can listen to lectures 
and go on trips to theatres and guided tours. 
They are always invited to attend all important 
events at Shchekinoazot.

- “Thanks to Shchekinoazot, we have a bud-
get which is used to support those in need and 
also to organise cultural and public events. And, 
of course, it pays for keeping the memory of our 
countrymen, soldiers and officers of the Great 
Patriotic War,” says V. V. Shuvayev.

Names of the History
In order to avoid storage errors and preserve 

unique material for future generations, the Vet-
erans’ Council helped to assemble information 
for the book dubbed Faces of Victory: Work and 
Combat. Shchekinoazot backed the printing of 
the book for the 75th anniversary of the Victory. 
Veterans of all units of the company who had 
participated in the Great Patriotic War became 
the heroes of this publication.

Friends and colleagues of my parents, neigh-
bours, parents of schoolmates — I found them 
all in this book, or almost all of them. And I learnt 
a lot of things that were seen as natural earli-
er and even later in their lives, and never really 
talked about. I found out that the father of our 
biggest kindergarten bully Derevyankin, Andrey 
Romanovich, had taken part in assaulting the 
Vyborg fortress and been wounded there. Upon 
recovery, he graduated from the junior officers’ 
courses and returned to the army. He was dec-
orated, including with the medal ‘For Valour’, the 
orders of the Red Star, and the Great Patriotic 
War II degree. Aleksey Nikolayevich Buzakov, 
the father of my classmate, put in a request 
to send him to the front line after finishing the 
eighth form. There he was in charge of a ma-
chine-gun crew, then, a machine-gun squad, 

taking on the most difficult and crucial assign-
ments, including reconnaissance to locate the 
enemy emplacements and gun posts. For this, 
he was awarded orders of the Patriotic War I 
degree and the Red Star, as well as numerous 
medals.

And what about the bus driver Vladimir 
Mikhaylovich Zhiglov who would often give me 
lifts at my mum’s request? As a fourteen-year-
old boy, he learned that his father, the regiment 
commander Mikhail Ivanovich Zhiglov, had died 
in battle on 25 June 1941. He then ran away from 
home to the front line. He became a military brat 
(‘son of the regiment’) at the 329th detached an-
titank regiment, learned to drive in a month and 
a half, took part in the battle of Kursk and was 
discharged from the army at the age of 18 after 
suffering wounds and contusion.

Vladimir Zinovyevich Gamburg, the grandfa-
ther of today’s head of the Shchekino district, 
was a fourteen-year-old boy when the Germans 
occupied the Dnepropetrovsk Region. Together 
with his family, they were to be executed by firing 
squad. His parents put their bodies in front of 
their son, and he was then thrown into a mine-
shaft alive. A neighbour got him out at night and 
went on to harbour the boy in his house at the 
risk of his life for two years under German rule. 
When the Dnepropetrovsk Region was liberat-
ed, Vladimir had nothing to be afraid of anymore. 
He claimed to be older than he really were, and 
proceeded to fight the Nazis on the front line. To-
gether with his reconnaissance squad, he par-
ticipated in the liberation of Ukraine, Moldova, 
Romania, Poland, and Germany. He was there 
when the Reichstag fell and left an inscription on 
its wall. And, of course, he had his picture taken, 
and sent the photo to his saviour.

***
On Victory Day, all World War II veterans 
living in the Shchekino district will receive 
gourmet food gifts from Shchekinoazot. 
War veterans who worked at Shchekinoazot, 
and, from 2017, their widows and young 
prisoners of Nazi concentration camps, re-
ceive a monthly bonus to their pensions 
of 5,000 roubles. Boris Sokol, President of 
Shchekinoazot, came up with this initiative, 
and the Board of Directors supported it.
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gible evidence of the bloody battles.
Vladimir Vasilyevich proudly demon-

strates the displays with frames for pho-
tos and documents, kindly provided by 
Shchekinoazot.

Schoolchildren keep coming here. 
Recently, a group of children from kin-
dergarten visited.

- “Five- and six-year-old children also 
need to know about the war”, says V. 
V. Shuvayev. “History should be studied 
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